Spring is in the air as we welcome you to our 47th Edition of “Big School Buzz”,
with the countdown to the annual EduTECH Africa Show in full
swing. We trust that you will find this month’s edition of great
value again as we strive to provide you with ‘edunews’ you can
really use – from educational updates and lifestyle trends, to
exciting new product launches, technological breakthroughs, and
more. We’ll keep it light, fresh and informative, and an absolute joy
to read at all times. Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow
colleagues, friends and family as we grow the “Big School
Community”, together. And be sure to lend a hand and light up a
life, wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Big School Adventure – A Journey Of Discovery And Learning.
Making new and exciting connections is all part of the learning process
along the journey of discovery. When schools integrate the arts with
literacy, they are giving teachers a powerful strategy for instruction and
are strengthening students’ vocabulary, comprehension, creative
expression, language and writing skills. This helps students make ‘realworld connections’ beyond the pages of books and builds the 4C’s – creativity, critical thinking,
communication and collaboration. The world we live in is changing at a rapid pace and our
children must have the ‘creativity skills’ that will allow them to engage with and contribute to
change. Educators know that a curious, creative spirit is key to complex problem-solving, and
that preparing 21st century learners requires more than fortifying them with core academic skills
only. >>>
Exploring Art In Early Childhood Education. Children start learning
even before they are born. No wonder parents are called a child’s first
teachers! Parents make a powerful difference in what children learn and
how they think - so spark your kids’ creativity by encouraging their
curiosity, using common everyday experiences to inspire new ideas,
building their confidence, and using their art to spark conversations. Learning is all about making
connections – from the known to the new. From here and now to the future, from us to them.
Being creative with your children is fun, easy and important. Stimulating
children’s imaginations, listening to their ideas and spending time doing
creative activities together, are key to their success. Children’s fresh and
unique styles should be valued and their creative expression encouraged, at
all times. We owe it to our children to unleash their imaginations and develop the
originality in every child – a school and parental imperative, indeed. >>>

Play Makes Kids Happier And Smarter. Play is often talked about as if it
were a relief from serious learning. But for children, play is a way to cope
with life and to prepare for adulthood. Playing is a way to solve problems
and to express feelings. In fact, play is the real work of childhood and is
fundamentally important to a child’s growth. Through play children
develop cognitive, problem-solving, and social skills. Play also breaks
down barriers and lays the foundation for adult relationships. But today’s society has made it
difficult for children to play as they did in the past. Parents don’t feel safe allowing their children
to roam freely, and with busy schedules and many hours spent playing electronic games, children
are not having the free play that they used to. Play is such a natural thing indeed, but we are
imposing adult practices on children. Children are highly pressured these days. Play may have
been replaced by more and more new things they have on their plates. People who play well, really
live life well. Play deprivation is a terrible thing – a world without play for children is certainly
not an option. >>>
Living And Learning In A Fast Changing World. Technology from the
wheel, to the printing press, to the mobile phone, has shaped human
history and will undoubtedly continue to do so. Today, computers and
the digital revolution are spreading across the globe, creating
connections we have never before imagined and possibilities and perils
only before dreamed of in science fiction. Whether it is called the second machine age, the
Digital Revolution, or the 4th Industrial Revolution, technologists, economists and academics
are all concerned with recent rapid technological advances and what they imply for the future.
While artificial intelligence, exponential increases in computing power, and expanding mobile
networks hold promise to make our lives easier and safer, they also threaten to leave those at
the bottom of the pile even further behind, if not evenly distributed. >>>
A Healthy Breakfast Paves The Way To a Fine Day. Make breakfast a
‘family meal’ whenever you can – shared meals provide valuable
opportunities for family members to reconnect amidst the general
household chaos, first thing in the morning. Let your kids see you making
time to enjoy a nutritious breakfast each and every day. Even if you just
wash down some whole-wheat toast and a banana with a glass of fresh fruit juice, you’re showing
your kids how important it is to face the new day by refuelling your brain and body with a healthy
morning meal, and good lunch box nutrition to follow. >>>

Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Maths made easy with the Bettermarks adaptive learning programme. >>>



Hearing Matters – give your child’s hearing the attention it deserves. >>>



Edutopia, where innovation is the rule, not the exception. >>>



School-Days makes paying school fees more affordable for families. >>>



LEGO & Bugatti complete their life-size LEGO Technic model car. >>>
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