Welcome to our 48th Edition of “Big School Buzz as we all gear up for the
challenges in Q4, en route to the Festive Season. We trust that you will
find this month’s edition of great value again as we strive to provide
you with ‘edunews’ you can really use – from educational
updates and lifestyle trends, to exciting new product launches,
technological breakthroughs, and more. We’ll keep it light,
fresh and informative, and an absolute joy to read at all times.
Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow colleagues, friends and
family as we grow the “Big School Community”, together. And be sure
to lend a hand and light up a life, wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Classrooms As Morphing Learning Spaces. The rigid, inflexible
format of the traditional classroom box is dead, and has to change.
Today’s students require an active and stimulating learning
environment – they need their ‘edu-surroundings’ to support colearning, co-creation and open discussion. The multiplicity of
teaching methods and the broad spectrum of everyday school
activities require intelligent spatial differentiation, i.e. functional
learning landscapes that make a given space usable for a variety of purposes. Institutions should
consider how flexibility and variety work with pedagogy, technology and space to support how
learning happens in active learning classrooms, providing a dynamic and harmonious teaching and
learning environment for optimum performance, within the classroom setting. >>>
Fostering Creativity And Creative Thinking. We as parents and
educators should be fostering creativity and creative thinking by
nurturing and encouraging the colourful ‘originality’ and creative
expression in our children. Educators know that a curious, creative
spirit is key to complex problem-solving, and that preparing 21st
century learners requires more than fortifying them with core
academic skills only. Encourage kids to make mistakes and fail as part
of the ‘aha’ discovery process. Yes, fail – kids who are afraid of failure and judgement will
naturally curb their own creative thought. Share the mistakes you’ve made recently, so they get
the idea that it is ‘okay’ to slip up. Unleashing the creative potential of
every child is in our national interest and it’s our moral responsibility. The
world we live in is changing at a rapid pace indeed, and our children must
have the ‘creativity skills’ that will allow them to engage and contribute to
change, in a positive manner. >>>
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Balancing Screen Time With Green Time. Nature experiences can be
a perfect antidote to the buzzing distraction of modern day
childhood. After a trip to the forest or the beach, the mind seems
so reinvigorated. The need for revitalising the attentional focus is
more relevant today, than ever before. Worldwide, screens
increasingly claim our children’s attentional resources during both
school and leisure time. Although smart technology can be used for
pleasure and social activities too, studies suggest that overuse leads to ‘smart technologyinduced stress’, and addiction, in students. Natural environments sooth us and counteract the
negative effects of smart technology. Coupling periods of smart technology use with periods of
exposure to nature may well be the optimal solution for children (and parents) in the 21 st Century
– unplugging, decompressing, and spending precious, rewarding time outdoors. >>>
Raising Bookworms – Why Reading For Pleasure Matters. Extensive
research proves that children who read for pleasure on a regular
basis will gain advantages that last a lifetime. The academic benefits
of a strong leisure reading habit are certainly not confined to
improved reading ability alone. Leisure reading makes students more
articulate, develops higher order reasoning, and promotes critical
thinking along the way. And of course, it’s imperative that your
children see you reading for pleasure too in your spare time – an activity with a purpose, so to
speak. Reading opens up a world of discovery, charting lifelong voyages through the realms of
literature, history and science. Together we can raise a new generation of children who
absolutely love reading books. >>>
Helping Children Cope With Allergies. An allergy is your immune
system’s reaction to certain plants, animals, foods, insect bites or
other things. Your immune system protects you from diseases by
fighting germs like bacteria and viruses, but when you have allergies,
it overreacts and tries to “fight” off the effects of ordinary things
like grass, pollen or certain foods. This causes the sneezing, itching,
runny nose and other allergic reactions that you experience with allergies. The substances that
cause allergies are called allergens and in severe cases require medical treatment. Avoiding the
allergens that spark off the allergies is normally the best practice. >>>

Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:
 Play makes children happier and smarter and is a fundamental human right. >>>
 Litter4Tokens educates and helps build pride and respect in communities. >>>
 Children need regular exercise for muscle strength and physical development. >>>
 Raising responsible, accountable kids is a parental imperative. >>>
 Marble Racing craze grows in popularity amongst kids and adults alike. >>>
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