Welcome to our 49th Edition of “Big School Buzz as we bid a fond farewell to the month
of October, en route to the Festive Season. We trust that you will find
this month’s edition of great value again as we strive to provide you
with ‘edunews’ you can really use – from educational updates
and lifestyle trends, to exciting new product launches,
technological breakthroughs, and more. We’ll keep it light,
fresh and informative, and an absolute joy to read at all times.
Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow colleagues, friends and
family as we grow the “Big School Community”, together. And be sure
to lend a hand and light up a life, wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Big School Readiness And Preparedness Is A Joint Effort. Preparing a
child for school is no longer considered the sole responsibility of the
parent or guardian – it is now framed as a ‘social responsibility’ in which
parents, childcare professionals, teachers and importantly, government,
must play significant roles. School readiness is a child’s readiness for
school, the school’s readiness for the child, and family and community support and services that
contribute to the child’s overall readiness for school success. Ready schools smooth the
transition from play based early learning to more formal classroom based teaching, by helping
children learn and make sense of their complex, and exciting world. Ready schools take
responsibility for results and are fully committed to the success of every child. >>>
Green Schoolyards Foster Intellectual Growth And Well-Being. A green or
“living” school ground m0vement is gaining momentum around the globe
and has the potential to improve the lives and learning experience of every
child, every day. Schools are reshaping their conventional yards and
creating beautiful, ecologically diverse landscapes with an eye to the
future. School ground greening creates rich environments that connect nature and
environmental sustainability with place-based learning, hands-on curricula and imaginative play.
Green schoolyards foster children’s mental and physical health and well-being by providing
settings for curiosity, imagination, exploration, wonder and adventure. If
green schoolyards could be built at every school they would provide every
child in every city with high quality access to nearby nature on a daily basis
– democratising nature access across socio-economic, racial and cultural
lines. >>>
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BiC School Roadshows Empower Young Minds Across The Country. The
BiC school roadshow is a choreographed “edutainment show” for primary
school learners. The script talks to learners on how to recognise skills and
encourages learners to start thinking about their future career choices
based on the talents they have. It showcases how learners can attain their
goals by utilizing BiC Stationery and it also includes how learners can draft a wonderful vision
board for their future dreams. The show is light hearted and highly entertaining, and the main
campaign message is – “IF YOU CAN DREAM IT, YOU CAN BE IT!” A new addition to the
school roadshow concept is a smart talent workshop designed to uplift learners in lesser
resourced communities with positive involvement and support from BiC, the brand that truly
cares. The workshops also keep learners occupied in a talent activity, the learners have fun and
an official “BIC® Certificate of Appreciation” is handed out to all participants, together with a
product hamper. Digital content is developed to showcase the roadshow’s journey after
performances at schools. By the end of October 2018, the school roadshows will have performed
at 200 schools in total, nationally. >>>
Making Errors Is Integral To The Learning Process. Although making
errors while learning is common, it is also frequently perceived by students
as something negative, shameful and experienced as a potential threat to
self-worth. These perceptions often prevent students from regarding
errors as wonderful learning opportunities. The result is that the potential
to learn from them – which is inherent to errors – is not being fully realized. However, a
favourable error climate can support learning from errors, and hence foster learning progress.
The error climate can be regarded as a component of instructional quality in the classroom. It is
assumed that a positive error climate in the learning environment can enhance the quantity and
quality of learning processes, leading in turn to stable knowledge, and improved academic
performance. >>>
A World Without Play Is Not An Option. Children are curious, creative
and imaginative. These are precious qualities that should be nurtured and
stimulated throughout their young lives. Children learn best when they are
playing and having fun. Stimulating learning through creativity and
imagination is considered by experts in the field of child development to
be more relevant now, than ever before. Playing is a way to solve problems and to express feelings.
Through play children develop cognitive, problem-solving, and social skills. But today’s society has
made it difficult for children to play as they did in the past. Parents don’t feel safe allowing their
children to roam freely, and with busy schedules and many hours spent playing electronic games,
children are not having the free play that they used to. People who play well, really live life well.
Play deprivation is a terrible thing – a world without play for children is not an option. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Chess improves academic performance and makes kids smarter. >>>



Classrooms as morphing learning spaces make a lot of sense. >>>



Teaching your kids first aid is a parental imperative. >>>



Vision4Change improves education through better vision. >>>



Balancing screen time with green time invigorates the mind. >>>

