Welcome to our 41st Edition of “Big School Buzz” as we wish Marjorie Brown (Roedean)
everything of the best in the finals of the Global Teacher Awards. We trust that you
will find this month’s edition of great value again as we strive to
provide you with ‘edunews’ you can really use – from educational
updates and lifestyle trends, to exciting new product launches,
technological breakthroughs, and more. We’ll keep it light, fresh and
informative, and an absolute joy to read at all times. Please feel free
to pass it on to your fellow colleagues, friends and family as we grow
the “Big School Community”, together. And be sure to lend a hand
and light up a life, wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Big School Adventure – A Journey Of Discovery And Learning.
Making new and exciting connections is all part of the learning process
along the journey of discovery. When schools integrate the arts with
literacy, they are giving teachers a powerful strategy for instruction and
are strengthening students’ vocabulary, comprehension, creative
expression, language and writing skills. This helps students make ‘real-world connections’ beyond
the pages of books and builds the 4C’s – creativity, critical thinking, communication and
collaboration. The world we live in is changing at a rapid pace and our children must have the
‘creativity skills’ that will allow them to engage with and contribute to change. Educators know
that a curious, creative spirit is key to complex problem-solving, and that preparing 21st century
learners requires more than fortifying them with core academic skills only. >>>
Walking School Bus Provides Safe Walking To And From School. The
“Walking School Bus” is a fun, safe and active way for children to travel
to and from school, under adult supervision. Each bus walks along a set
route with at least one adult “driver”, picking children up at designated
stops, and walking them to and from school each day. Every day more
than 500 children lose their lives on the world’s roads. Many are killed on the journey to or from
school, losing their lives while walking to their daily lessons, hit by speeding traffic while
attempting to cross busy freeways, falling from the family motorcycle, or becoming
a casualty while sitting unrestrained on the school bus. And for every child that
dies, another four are permanently disabled. Ten more are seriously injured.
Thousands of children, every day, cut down while getting an education. Get a
“Walking School Bus” service going now in your local community and do your bit
as a caring citizen. >>>
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SchoolAdvisor Does All The Groundwork For You In Product
Procurement. Find, replace, fix, or upgrade any product or service for
your school. You may request quotes for anything from custom-made
laboratory chairs to software licenses, from air-conditioning repairs to
security fencing, and so much more. How much valuable time does your
school spend trying to find competitive quotes from reputable suppliers? This comprehensive
service now eliminates all the frustration and is absolutely FREE for your school to use, courtesy
of SchoolAdvisor. >>>
A Move Towards Comic Books In Education. Advances in digital
technology have opened up wonderful new avenues of communication in
education. For the pre-reader, a comic can be purely graphical in nature
and help provide practice with sequencing as well as concrete to
abstract transitions, using illustrations instead of written words. The
written component of a comic can be introduced when the early readers are ready to connect
words with images. Comics can help early readers, or readers with language acquisition problems,
by providing visual clues to the context of the narrative. A single pane in a comic can represent
paragraphs worth of written material in a manner that is enjoyable and effective for the early or
challenged reader. >>>
Edutopia – A Wonderful Place Where Innovation Is The Rule, Not The
Exception. George Lucas’ vision is of a new world of learning, a place
where students and parents, teachers and administrators, policy makers
and the people they serve are all empowered to change education for
the better; a place where schools provide rigorous project-based
learning, social-emotional learning, and access to new technology; a place where innovation is the
rule, not the exception; a place where students become lifelong learners and develop appropriate
21st Century skills, especially in information literacy. It’s a place of inspiration and aspiration based
on the urgent belief that improving education is key to the survival of the human race. >>>
Podiatry Matters – Ill-Fitting Shoes Can Cause Life-Long Foot Problems.
Your feet are used to take baby steps, to walk, and to run. No matter
what your age, young or old, having healthy feet is an important part of
good health. Each foot contains 26 bones, which are held in position by
hundreds of ligaments, tendons and muscles, making it an extraordinarily
complex mechanism. The foot acts as an amazingly versatile and intricate shock absorber that
protects the body with each and every step. This is only one of many important reasons why you
should take good care of your feet. Footwear which is too large, too small, or does not fit
correctly, can cause life-long foot problems and severe deformity in extreme cases. Always wear
correct fitting shoes. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Clowns Without Borders – inspiring laughter & emotional relief throughout SA. >>>



Library in a Box gets books to schools with no library facilities. >>>



Creating a better world through education with Pencils of Promise. >>>



Playful Learning brings education to life in a natural way. >>>



Business and education communities thrive as Partners in Education. >>>

