Welcome to our 32nd Edition of “Big School Buzz” with SA’s trailblazing “Eduweek Show
& Conference” fast approaching. We trust that you will find this month’s edition of great
value again as we strive to provide you with ‘edunews’ you can really use – from
educational updates and lifestyle trends, to exciting new product
launches, technological breakthroughs, and more. We’ll keep it light,
fresh and informative, and an absolute joy to read at all times.
Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow colleagues, friends
and family as we grow the “Big School Community”, together.
And be sure to lend a hand and light up a life, wherever you
can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Children’s Literacy Charter – A Rights Framework For Nurturing And
Inspiring A ‘New Generation’ Of Smart Kids in SA. Literacy is at the heart
of basic education for all, and essential for eradicating poverty, reducing
child mortality, curbing population growth, achieving gender equality and
ensuring sustainable development, peace and democracy. There are good
reasons why literacy is at the core of UNESCO’s “Education for All” global pledge. Now is as
good a time as ever for you to familiarise yourself with the PRAESA “Children’s Literacy
Charter”. Join us as we embark on this purposeful mission in providing the children of South
Africa with the assistance, love and support they so richly deserve as we nurture and cultivate
a ‘new generation’ of smart kids, both within South Africa, and beyond our borders. >>>
Fostering Creativity And Creative Thinking. We as parents and educators
should be fostering creativity and creative thinking by nurturing and
encouraging the colourful ‘originality’ and creative expression in our
children. Educators know that a curious, creative spirit is key to complex
problem-solving, and that preparing 21st century learners requires more
than fortifying them with core academic skills only. Encourage kids to make mistakes and fail as
part of the ‘aha’ discovery process. Yes, fail – kids who are afraid of failure and judgement will
naturally curb their own creative thought. Share the mistakes you’ve made recently, so
they get the idea that it is ‘okay’ to slip up. Unleashing the creative potential of every
child is in our national interest and it’s our moral responsibility. The world we live
in is changing at a rapid pace and our children must have the ‘creativity skills’ that
will allow them to engage with and contribute to change. >>>
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Red Cap Schools Are Creating A Culture Of Excellence. Schools in less
privileged communities face a complex range of obstacles such as shortage
of resources and skilled educators, and a lack of good management and
parental involvement. The MRP Foundation Schools Programme is a
corporate intervention and direct response to these challenges that aims
to improve learner performance by helping to create sustainable transformation through capacity
building in selected schools and districts. School management teams identify the school’s needs
themselves and become the catalysts for bringing about the necessary changes in their own
environment. No culture of dependency is formed and the project becomes sustainable and of
benefit to many more children who will attend these schools in the future. >>>
Educomics – Using Web Comics In Education. Advances in digital
technology have opened up wonderful new avenues of communication in
education. For the pre-reader, a comic can be purely graphical in nature
and help provide practice with sequencing as well as concrete to abstract
transitions, using illustrations instead of written words. The written
component of a comic can be introduced when the early readers are ready to connect words
with images. Comics can help early readers, or readers with language acquisition problems, by
providing visual clues to the context of the narrative. A single pane in a comic can represent
paragraphs worth of written material in a manner that is enjoyable and effective for the early or
challenged reader. >>>
Nutty Scientists – Putting Fun Science Edutainment Into Learning. Join
the Nutty Professor as audiences are taken on an epic adventure with
nutty science experiments in the lab. High-impact, high-energy, interactive
and loads of fun indeed. Choose from Science Shows, In-Class Lessons,
Workshops, Extramural Lessons, Holiday Programmes, Birthday Parties
and awesome Corporate Events. Edutainment at its very best – stimulating imaginations, arousing
curiosity and transforming minds in the process. Meet the Nutty Professor in person at the
Eduweek Show and enjoy the festive atmosphere! >>>
LEGO – Adored By Generations Of Children Throughout The World.
Children are curious, creative and imaginative. They embrace discovery
and wonder, and are quick learners too. These are precious qualities that
should be nurtured and stimulated throughout their young lives.
Stimulating learning through creativity and imagination is considered by
experts in the field of child development to be more relevant now, than ever before. LEGO
enables children at all times to engage in playful activities that encourage ‘hands-on’ and ‘mindson’ creation, togetherness and the sharing of ideas. The “LEGO Experience” is all about playing,
learning, interacting, exploring, expressing, discovering, creating and imagining – all with a heavy
dose of fun. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Smart Schools take student learning beyond the traditional classroom. >>>



Vision for Change improves education through better vision. >>>



Growth in Green Schools is far more than just a fashion trend. >>>



Safe to Learn - safe journeys to and from school are a child’s right. >>>



Teaching a child with hearing loss can be nothing short of wonderful. >>>

