Welcome to our 51st Edition of “Big School Buzz” as we embrace 2019 and gear up for
the excitement of Back to School. We trust that you will find this month’s edition of
great value again as we strive to provide you with ‘edunews’ you can
really use – from educational updates and lifestyle trends, to
exciting new product launches, technological breakthroughs, and
more. We’ll keep it light, fresh and informative, and an absolute joy
to read at all times. Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow
colleagues, friends and family as we grow the “Big School
Community”, together. And be sure to lend a hand and light up a
life, wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Starting School Is A Milestone In A Child’s Life Worth Celebrating.
Every little life on this planet can be marked by milestones. The most
celebrated, of course, are birthdays. Those are relatively easy. But many
other milestones are worthy of celebrations too. We have, of course,
educational milestones, such as starting school or completing a
particular grade and ultimately graduating from high school or college. We also have spiritual
milestones, such as a child's dedication, first Communion or baptism. We have developmental
milestones, such as sleeping in a "big boy" bed, learning to swim, getting a driver's licence or going
on a first date. We have emotional milestones, such as moving past a bad habit (biting one's nails),
or responding more maturely to siblings. The point is: Every child's life is ripe with countless
opportunities to celebrate and rejoice! >>>
Support Nal’ibali On World Read Aloud Day. Nal’ibali, the national
reading for enjoyment campaign, is calling on the nation to help pass on
the power of stories this World Read Aloud Day (1 February) as they raise
awareness of the important role that reading and sharing stories play in
children’s literacy development and indeed, all learning. Children who are
immersed in great and well-told stories – in languages they understand – become inspired and are
motivated to learn to read for themselves. Such personally rewarding learning is a recipe for
successful literacy development. Nal’ibali was initiated by the DG Murray Trust and PRAESA
(Project for the Study of Alternative Education in South Africa) and works with these and other
key partners to grow a love of stories in all South African languages. Through mentoring and
collaboration with reading clubs, literacy organisations and volunteers,
plus a vibrant media campaign, Nal’ibali is helping to root a culture of
literacy in the lives of everyone in South Africa. Join the Nal’ibali
movement and help make this the biggest World Read Aloud Day event in
South Africa to date. >>>
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The Big School Adventure – An Exciting Journey Of Discovery And
Learning. Making new and exciting connections is all part of the learning
process along the journey of discovery. When schools integrate the arts
with literacy, they are giving teachers a powerful strategy for instruction
and are strengthening students’ vocabulary, comprehension, creative
expression, language and writing skills. This helps students make ‘real-world connections’ beyond
the pages of books and builds the 4C’s – creativity, critical thinking, communication and
collaboration. The world we live in is changing at a rapid pace and our children must have the
‘creativity skills’ that will allow them to engage with and contribute to change. >>>
Parents And Schools As Partners In Education. Bringing up a child is an
enriching journey, and as a parent, you are the key navigator of your
child’s growth. A child’s development is set primarily at home and in
school, and when these two environments are attuned to each other,
your child benefits the most. Working hand-in-hand with schools will help
you better understand the needs and development of your child, so that you may give him/her
the necessary care, support and reinforcement at home. The primary school years are an
important phase of your child’s education and putting your child’s best interests at heart is a
sound investment indeed in nurturing them for the future. Stronger ties between parents and
schools means better co-operation in raising and educating children. >>>
Creative Parenting And Tips For Stress-Free Homework. Children are
more successful at school when parents take an active interest in their
homework and projects – it shows kids that you do care about them and
their scholastic performance and progress. Parents can be supportive by
demonstrating study techniques and organizational skills, explaining a
tricky problem or two, or simply encouraging kids to take a short break over a refreshing drink
and a quick bite to eat. Encouragement is essential at all times and is a parental imperative. >>>
Balancing Screen Time With Green Time. Nature experiences can be a
perfect antidote to the buzzing distraction of modern day childhood.
After a trip to the forest or the beach, the mind seems so reinvigorated.
The need for revitalising the attentional focus is more relevant today,
than ever before. Worldwide, screens increasingly claim our children’s
attentional resources during both school and leisure time. Although smart technology can be
used for pleasure and social activities too, studies suggest that overuse leads to ‘smart
technology-induced stress’, and addiction, in students. Natural environments sooth us and
counteract the negative effects of smart technology. Coupling periods of smart technology use
with periods of exposure to nature may well be the optimal solution for children (and parents) in
the 21st Century – unplugging, decompressing, relaxing and spending precious, rewarding time
outdoors is a good recipe for 2019. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


A readiness to learn is a critical component of school readiness. >>>



First Aid education needs a bigger focus in the classroom. >>>



ISTE 2019 Conference & Expo, Philadelphia, 23-26 June. >>>



Discarded books get a second life as novel works of art. >>>



Family involvement in support of learning is a parental imperative. >>>

