Welcome to our 39th Edition of “Big School Buzz” and a special hello and best wishes to
all the new “Big Schoolers” starting Big School in January 2018. We trust that
you will find this month’s edition of great value again as we strive
to provide you with ‘edunews’ you can really use – from educational
updates and lifestyle trends, to exciting new product launches,
technological breakthroughs, and more. We’ll keep it light, fresh
and informative, and an absolute joy to read at all times.
Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow colleagues,
friends and family as we grow the “Big School Community”,
together. And be sure to lend a hand and light up a life,
wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Smart Water For Green Schools - Water And Sanitation At The Heart
Of Community Development. Green Cross International launched the
Smart Water for Green Schools (SWGS) project in February 2010,
under the Green Cross Water for Life and Peace programme. SWGS
works with local partners to identify communities struggling with
water poverty, and, through simple and sustainable actions, transforms their schools into a
source of pride and hope in the eyes of students, teachers, parents and the entire community.
Children experience the life-changing value of water and hygiene first hand, and are encouraged
to lift their educational ambitions. With water resources becoming even more stressed,
unpredictable and unevenly distributed in many regions, it is increasingly vital for communities to
take practical action to secure their water supplies, optimize their resources and educate young
people in sustainable, responsible management. Providing water and sanitation services to schools
engages children, their parents and other community members in improving water security and
maintaining their role as guardians and agents of transformational change. >>>
Parents And Schools As Partners In Education. Bringing up a child is
an enriching journey, and as a parent, you are the key navigator of your
child’s growth. A child’s development is set primarily at home and in
school, and when these two environments are attuned to each other,
your child benefits the most. Working hand-in-hand with schools will
help you better understand the needs and development of your child, so that you may give
him/her the necessary care, support and reinforcement at home. The primary school years are an
important phase of your child’s education and putting your child’s best interests at heart is a
sound investment indeed in nurturing them for the future. Stronger ties between parents and
schools means better co-operation in raising and educating children. >>>

Living And Learning In A Fast Changing World. Technology from the
wheel, to the printing press, to the mobile phone, has shaped human
history and will undoubtedly continue to do so. Today, computers and
the digital revolution are spreading across the globe, creating
connections we have never before imagined and possibilities and perils
only before dreamed of in science fiction. Whether it is called the second machine age, the
Digital Revolution, or the 4th Industrial Revolution, technologists, economists and academics
are all concerned with recent rapid technological advances and what they imply for the future.
While artificial intelligence, exponential increases in computing power, and expanding mobile
networks hold promise to make our lives easier and safer, they also threaten to leave those at
the bottom of the pile even further behind, if not evenly distributed. >>>
Creative Parenting And Tips For Stress-Free Homework. Children are
more successful at school when parents take an active interest in their
homework and projects – it shows kids that you do care about them
and their scholastic performance and progress. Parents can be
supportive by demonstrating study techniques and organizational
skills, explaining a tricky problem or two, or just simply encouraging kids to take a short break
over a refreshing drink and a quick bite to eat. Encouragement is essential at all times and is a
parental imperative. >>>
Motivating Kids To Read Assists With Big School Preparedness. There
is no doubt that children who are read to, whose parents are involved
in their education, and who grow up in homes where reading is truly
valued, do better in school. Readers tend to be more adventurous and
curious, and exhibit greater respect for their peers, teachers, and
themselves. The ability to READ, WRITE and COMMUNICATE connects people and empowers
them to achieve things they never thought possible. It truly is the basis of who we are and how
we interact with the world at large. >>>
A Healthy Breakfast Paves The Way To a Fine Day. Make breakfast a
‘family meal’ whenever you can – shared meals provide valuable
opportunities for family members to reconnect amidst the general
household chaos, first thing in the morning. Let your kids see you
making time to enjoy breakfast every day. Even if you just wash down
some whole-wheat toast and a banana with a glass of fresh fruit juice, you’re showing your kids
how important it is to face the new day by refuelling your brain and body, with a healthy morning
meal. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Safe to Learn - safe journeys to and from school are a child’s right. >>>



Get Ahead Sports Programme advances talent amongst school kids. >>>



Be Sun Smart with Nivea’s Sun Savvy schools programme. >>>



Chess improves academic performance, one strategic move at a time. >>>



Lunch box treats take on a whole new look with Lunch Box Lifesavers. >>>
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