Welcome to our 50th Edition of “Big School Buzz” as we embrace the month
of December, with the joyous time of Christmas fast approaching. We
trust that you will find this month’s edition of great value again
as we strive to provide you with ‘edunews’ you can really use –
from educational updates and lifestyle trends, to exciting new
product launches, technological breakthroughs, and more.
We’ll keep it light, fresh and informative, and an absolute joy to
read at all times. Please feel free to pass it on to your fellow
colleagues, friends and family as we grow the “Big School Community”,
together. And be sure to lend a hand and light up a life, wherever you
can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Big School Adventure – An Exciting Journey Of Discovery And
Learning In A Young Child’s Life. Social interaction skills are key to
future success in learning, whatever a child’s academic and creative
potential may be in the future. Curiosity about the world and a desire to
learn should be encouraged at all times too. It is important to talk to
children about the world around them, joining in with their enquiries and igniting curiosity.
Placing a certain degree of trust in children as agents of their own learning, as competent persons
who desire to engage with the world and see learning, not only about the development of
individual potential, but also how children successfully express themselves and interact with
others, goes a long way too in building self-confidence during these impressionable years. >>>
Creativity Connects The World In A Powerful Way. Making new and
exciting connections is all part of the learning process along the journey
of discovery. When schools integrate the arts with literacy, they are
giving teachers a powerful strategy for instruction and are strengthening
students’ vocabulary, comprehension, creative expression, language and
writing skills. This helps students make ‘real-world connections’ beyond the pages of books and
builds the 4C’s – creativity, critical thinking, communication and collaboration. The world we live
in is changing at a rapid pace and our children must have the ‘creativity skills’ that will allow them
to engage with and contribute to change. Educators know that a curious,
creative spirit is key to complex problem-solving, and that preparing 21st
century learners requires more than fortifying them with core academic
skills only. >>>
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Parental Involvement And Responsibilities In Support Of Learning. The
South African Schools Act (#84, 1996) has the interests of all South
Africans and its children at heart, and is premised on the principle that
you, the parent, have a fundamental right to participate in decisions
taken about your child’s educational future. You need to know and be
informed that all school policies must be aligned to the South African Constitution and you
should have access to information regarding both your rights, and parental obligations, in terms
of the South African Schools Act of 1996, as gazetted. >>>
Fold And Fly Your Own Paper Plane For Hours Of Fun. The first real
aeroplane was designed, built and flown in 1903 by the Wright brothers.
Today, over 115 years later, there’s still something quite enchanting about
watching your own paper creation flying effortlessly through the air. The
most amazing thing about a paper aeroplane is that all you need to make
one is a single sheet of A4 size paper (100gsm), nothing more. A few key folds, a couple of
adjustments, and you have a superb paper flyer, ready for launch. After the kinetic energy (the
energy you put into it by throwing it) of the initial throw has dissipated, paper planes become
charming little gliders, powered by gravity. As the plane descends, its wings deflect air backward
and downward, providing thrust and lift. What a fun way to spend some leisure time! >>>
First Aid Education Needs A Bigger Focus. First Aid is a life skill that
everyone can, and should learn. We all have accidents now and again and
we all get hurt from time to time. When we are injured or suddenly
unwell, what we want and need is someone to help us – someone who
knows what to do, where simple, on the spot actions can make a big
difference. First Aid is all about assisting people in emergency situations like this. First Aid
education must be more accessible in the classroom so that we may nurture and equip a new
generation of juvenile citizens who possess life-saving skills. Simple, basic skills learned in just a
few minutes, can save lives. >>>
Vacation Time Is Good Reading Time. Extensive research proves that
children who read for pleasure on a regular basis will gain advantages
that last a lifetime. The academic benefits of a strong leisure reading
habit are certainly not confined to improved reading ability alone.
Leisure reading makes students more articulate, develops higher order
reasoning, and promotes critical thinking along the way. And of course, it’s imperative that your
children see you reading for pleasure too in your spare time – an activity with a purpose, so to
speak. Reading opens up a world of discovery, charting lifelong voyages through the realms of
literature, history and science. Together we can raise young bookworms who are enthusiastic
and absolutely love reading books. >>>
Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


Google Classroom is fast becoming the most powerful tool in education. >>>



Hothouse Kids – how the pressure to succeed threatens their childhood. >>>



Magnetic power of Little Bits adds some geeky fun to education. >>>



Reggio Emilia philosophy recognises the 100 languages of children. >>>



Tech-free zones in the home are good for family relationships. >>>

