Welcome to our 42nd Edition of “Big School Buzz” and a Happy Easter to all our
Christian readers as Autumn makes its presence felt here in South Africa. We trust
that you will find this month’s edition of great value again as we strive to
provide you with ‘edunews’ you can really use – from educational
updates and lifestyle trends, to exciting new product launches,
technological breakthroughs, and more. We’ll keep it light, fresh and
informative, and an absolute joy to read at all times. Please feel free
to pass it on to your fellow colleagues, friends and family as we grow
the “Big School Community”, together. And be sure to lend a hand
and light up a life, wherever you can. Keep in touch!
Yours sincerely

Editor & Crew
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Snapplify Offers You A Secure E-Learning Environment. For many
young people today, e-learning is not only an effective way to learn, but
it is how they wish to learn. “Engage” by Snapplify for Education
combines collaborative e-learning products into one convenient
platform, providing you with easy access to everything you may need to
st

teach and learn in the 21 Century classroom. Educators can share teacher-created, multimedia
materials with students via Resource Cloud, while administrators seamlessly manage the access
and permissions for multiple student and staff accounts. Users may borrow ebooks for a set
period with Library, by browsing through recommended titles within a vast collection available.
Content is accessible both online and offline, and backed up to the cloud for easy access and
increased interaction. Snapplify works closely with schools in the best interests of finding better
ways to make the adoption of digital education that much easier. Visit www.snapplify.com to get
15% off your next ebook purchase using the voucher code BIGSCHOOLBUZZAPRIL2018. >>>
Raising Bookworms – Why Reading For Pleasure Matters. Extensive
research proves that children who read for pleasure on a regular basis
will gain advantages that last a lifetime. The academic benefits of a
strong leisure reading habit are certainly not confined to improved
reading ability alone. Leisure reading makes students
more articulate, develops higher order reasoning, and promotes critical thinking
along the way. And of course, it’s imperative that your children see you reading
for pleasure too in your spare time – an activity with a purpose, so to speak.
Reading opens up a world of discovery, charting lifelong voyages through the
realms of literature, history and science. Together we can raise a new generation
of children who absolutely love reading books. >>>

UNSUBSCRIBE

Green Schoolyards Foster Intellectual Growth And Well-Being. A
green or “living” school ground m0vement is gaining momentum around
the globe and has the potential to improve the lives and learning
experience of every child, every day. Schools are reshaping their
conventional yards and creating beautiful, ecologically diverse
landscapes with an eye to the future. School ground greening creates rich environments that
connect nature and environmental sustainability with place-based learning, hands-on curricula
and imaginative play. Green schoolyards foster children’s mental and physical health and wellbeing by providing settings for curiosity, imagination, exploration, wonder and adventure. If green
schoolyards could be built at every school they would provide every child in every city with high
quality access to nearby nature on a daily basis – democratising nature access across socioeconomic, racial and cultural lines. >>>
Reach To Teach – Innovative Education For Refugees In Remote
Classrooms. The Varkey Foundation’s new pilot project targets refugee
children in primary school who have been displaced because of conflict
in Ghana. The overall goal is to enable children to successfully
complete their primary school education and continue to secondary
education by giving students foundation skills in reading, writing, and numeracy, that will allow
them to overcome language barriers, make up for learning loss, and access the national
curriculum to integrate into their host community. This will be accomplished with The Varkey
Foundation’s model of using solar powered and interactive distance-learning technology,
benefitting school children, teachers, and the community at large. >>>
LEGO Foundation – Championing Learning Through Play. Children are
curious, creative and imaginative. They embrace discovery and wonder,
and are quick learners too. These are precious qualities that should be
nurtured and stimulated throughout their young lives. Children learn
best when they are having fun. Stimulating learning through creativity
and imagination is considered by experts in the field of child development to be more relevant
now, than ever before. The natural urge to learn is simply the key to thriving in a challenging
world. LEGO enables children at all times to engage in playful activities that encourage ‘handson’ and ‘minds-on’ creation, togetherness and the sharing of ideas. The “LEGO Experience” is all
about playing, learning, interacting, exploring, expressing, discovering, creating and imagining –
all with a heavy dose of fun. >>>

Big School Buzz Fast Fact Corner:


SchoolAdvisor does all the groundwork for you in product procurement. >>>



Comic books in education prove to be a most valuable teaching aid. >>>



Ill-fitting school shoes can cause life-long foot problems for children. >>>



Edutopia – where innovation is the rule and not the exception. >>>



Walking school bus provides safe walking to and from school. >>>
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